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Abstract:-

Abu al-Bukhturi (Wahb ibn Wahb),
a prominent narrator of the second
Islamic century, has been heavily
criticized by both Shi‘a and Sunni
scholars due to allegations of hadith
fabrication and the weak chains of
transmission in his narrations. He is often
labeled as a kadhdhab (liar) and wadi*
(forger). However, a content-based
examination of the hadiths attributed to
him reveals a remarkable consistency
with Qur’anic principles, the conduct of
the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them),
and Shi‘a jurisprudential and ethical
norms. This article focuses on the role of
content analysis in evaluating the
authenticity of hadiths and seeks to
reconstruct Abu al-Bukhturi’s credibility
based on the content of his narrations. By
analyzing narrations on various topics
such as the rulings of Hajj, jihad, zakat,
charity, inheritance, sleeping etiquette, and
interactions with the People of the Book, it
becomes evident that these narrations
align with Qur’anic verses, other authentic
hadiths, and the Prophetic tradition of the
Imams (peace be upon them). This internal
consistency compensates for the weakness
in transmission and makes these narrations
a reliable source in Shi‘a jurisprudence
and ethics. The findings of this study
suggest that content analysis, as a
complementary criterion alongside isnad
evaluation, can help reassess the negative
perception of Abu al-Bukhturi and
redefine his role as a cultural intermediary
in the transmission of Shi‘a hadith
heritage. Drawing on biographical, legal,
and historical sources, this study
emphasizes the need for a reevaluation of
hadith transmitters based on content and
proposes that similar analyses be
conducted for other  controversial
narrators.

Key word: Abu Al-Bukhtari, content
analysis, hadiths, Shiites.
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