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Abstract:-

This research aims to shed light on one of the
“fantasy” novels that sometimes blends reality with
science fiction, namely Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone. The study focuses on the first
part of the series due to its significance and in order
to remain within a defined scope; otherwise, the
material would become excessively extensive.

Although the author, J. K. Rowling, was
described as having a limited cultural background,
she managed to overcome this perceived
shortcoming by relying on the theme of magic,
particularly the magic that drives the events of the
narrative. She succeeded in constructing the novel
in a distinctly “fantastical” manner, based on
intelligence, learning, and adventure, which are
positive values. This contrasts with forms of art that
revolve around satire and mockery, which
undermine the lofty status of knowledge, as can
unfortunately be observed in some Arabic artistic
works. Initially, publishers paid little attention to
this novel, and it remained unnoticed by readers
other than its author. Later, however, it was brought
into the spotlight and achieved widespread fame.

The author subsequently became one of the
wealthiest writers after having lived in poverty and
depended on social assistance in London. Millions
of copies of the novel were sold, and it was
translated into many languages other than English.
The story revolves around the hero, Harry Potter,
whose parents were killed by a wizard seeking to
eliminate witches and wizards of impure blood.
Harry survives the attempt on his life and later lives
in his aunt’s house under harsh conditions, where he
is bullied by his cousin.

Rowling skillfully managed the distribution
of roles among the characters, even though the
structure of the novel is primarily centered on Harry
Potter. She drew attention to magic and to the
Philosopher’s Stone, emphasizing its power to
transform base metals into gold and its ability to
grant a form of literary immortality. Naturally, such
themes provoke wonder and astonishment;
therefore, it is not surprising that these novels
belong to the genres of the marvelous and the
fantastic.

The narrative is also permeated with elements
of horror, and there is no doubt that the author
belongs to the English literary tradition that is
known for this type of literature.

Key words: Harry Potter, fantasy, fantastical and
wondrous , science fiction , Rowling.
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