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Abstract

This article critically examines the historical literature dealing with
the conflict between Regent Abd al-Tlah and Nuri al-Said during the
seventh and eighth cabinets of the Second World War period. It aims
to evaluate the methodologies of historians and eyewitnesses who ad—
dressed this era and to identify the analytical gaps in their works. The
article concludes that most historical literature either confined itself to
description without analysis, or adopted a one-sided interpretation
— whether internal or external — overlooking the dual nature of the
conflict, which combined rivalry over influence with mutual depend-
ency between the two parties. The article also demonstrates that the
crisis over the post of Deputy Prime Minister in the eighth cabinet was
not merely a constitutional issue, but a political instrument deliberate—
ly employed by the Regent to curtail Nuri al-Saids influence —a di-
mension that has not received the independent and in-depth

study it deserves.

Keywords: Abd al-Ilah, Nuri al-Said, Regency, Seventh Cabinet
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