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Abstract:-

This study examines the pre-Islamic
cultural practice of female infanticide (wa’d),
a phenomenon that was prevalent in certain
Arab societies before the advent of Islam.
This practice reflects aspects of social
traditions marked by violence against
females, where some fathers buried their
daughters alive out of fear of shame, poverty,
or other reasons related to social prestige and
prevailing cultural norms. This act stands as
one of the most prominent examples of
gender discrimination and the lack of respect
for women's rights during that era.

The study explores the reasons behind
the widespread occurrence of this practice in
pre-Islamic times, relying on historical and
literary sources, including pre-Islamic poetry
and ancient writings. These sources indicate
that misguided religious beliefs and deeply
rooted tribal customs played a significant role
in driving Arab society to commit this horrific
act. The research also addresses the evolution
of attitudes toward female infanticide
following the advent of Islam. It highlights
how Islam affirmed human dignity in general,
emphasized respect for women's rights, and
strictly condemned all forms of discrimination
and violence against them. The Quran
explicitly prohibits the practice of female
infanticide in several verses, demonstrating
that this act is not only morally unacceptable
but also a crime against humanity.
Additionally, Prophetic traditions (Hadith)
emphasized the virtue of daughters and the
necessity of caring for them, leading to a
fundamental shift in the societal perception of
women in Islamic society.

Furthermore, the study compares the
pre-Islamic and Islamic perspectives on
women's status in terms of social and legal
positions. While pre-Islamic society was
characterized by gender discrimination, Islam
introduced legal and ethical principles that
safeguarded women's rights and ensured their
rightful status within society.

Key words: Pre-Islamic culture, female
infanticide , Islam , women's rights , social
change , cultural history.
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