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 Abstract:- 
This study examines the pre-Islamic 

cultural practice of female infanticide (waʾd), 
a phenomenon that was prevalent in certain 
Arab societies before the advent of Islam. 
This practice reflects aspects of social 
traditions marked by violence against 
females, where some fathers buried their 
daughters alive out of fear of shame, poverty, 
or other reasons related to social prestige and 
prevailing cultural norms. This act stands as 
one of the most prominent examples of 
gender discrimination and the lack of respect 
for women's rights during that era. 

The study explores the reasons behind 
the widespread occurrence of this practice in 
pre-Islamic times, relying on historical and 
literary sources, including pre-Islamic poetry 
and ancient writings. These sources indicate 
that misguided religious beliefs and deeply 
rooted tribal customs played a significant role 
in driving Arab society to commit this horrific 
act. The research also addresses the evolution 
of attitudes toward female infanticide 
following the advent of Islam. It highlights 
how Islam affirmed human dignity in general, 
emphasized respect for women's rights, and 
strictly condemned all forms of discrimination 
and violence against them. The Quran 
explicitly prohibits the practice of female 
infanticide in several verses, demonstrating 
that this act is not only morally unacceptable 
but also a crime against humanity. 
Additionally, Prophetic traditions (Hadith) 
emphasized the virtue of daughters and the 
necessity of caring for them, leading to a 
fundamental shift in the societal perception of 
women in Islamic society. 

Furthermore, the study compares the 
pre-Islamic and Islamic perspectives on 
women's status in terms of social and legal 
positions. While pre-Islamic society was 
characterized by gender discrimination, Islam 
introduced legal and ethical principles that 
safeguarded women's rights and ensured their 
rightful status within society. 

Key words: Pre-Islamic culture , female 
infanticide , Islam , women's rights , social 
change , cultural history. 
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             
               

                       
                    

  

                        
                

                   
              

               
                    

  

                 
                      

                       
                    

               
                        

                 
   
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  
             

              
   

                
     

                      
  

                     
   

  

             
          

                   
      

  

                   
                   

                     
               

  

                      
       
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  
                   

  

         

           

              

            
  

  

                 
             

                       
             

                    
    

 
 

                    
                   

                    
                    

                         
                          
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                
                    

        

                  
                  

                   
            

                        
                  

              ا إِذَ و
         تلَتالْموءودة سئلَت * بِأَيِّ ذَنْبٍ قُ

      

                  
   

                        
                  

                
                َقَتْـل ينـرِكشالْم ـنم يرـث يـن لكَ وكَـذَلك زَ
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 

                        
                   

                          
                 ةودءـو ا الْم إِذَ و

لَتذَنْبٍ قُت بِأَي * لَتئس                 
               ـه هجـأُنْثَى ظَـلَّ و الْ ا بشر أَحـدهم بِ إِذَ و

يمكَظ وها و دوسم              
   ايمحر بِكُم كَان اللَّه إِن كُمتَقْتُلُوا أَنفُس قَتَلَ نَفْسا  من   ولاَ 

ا النا يا أَحأَنَّم ا قَتَلَ الناس جميعا ومن أَحياها فَكَ أَنَّم ابِغَيرِ نَفْسٍ أَو فَساد في الأَرضِ فَكَ يعمج س   
                       

                           
               
                     

                     ينمـل سالْم إِن
ابِ الصو قَاتادالصو ينقادالصو تَاتان الْقَ و ينتان الْقَ و اتنمؤْالم و يننمؤْالم و اتملسْالم و اتعالْخَاش و ينعالْخَاش و اتابِرالصو رِين

ْالم و ريِنالذَّاكو ظاَتافْالح و مهوجفُر ينظافْالح و اتمائالصو ينمائالصو قَاتدتَصْالم و ينقدَتص ات رالذَّاكا و يركَث اللَّـه
ا عظيما رأَج ةً ومحرو ةرغْفم ملَه ـه            أَعد اللَّ
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                     
              

                    
               

                 
                     

                         
                

                 
                

              
                         

               
                 

                          
                      

                 
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                          
              
       ِاندال كَ الْوا تَر ّّمم يبنَص اءّسلنل و ونبالْأَقْر انِ ودالكَ الْوّا تَرّمم يبالِ نَصلرِّجل

أو كَثُر هن ّا قَلَّ مّمم ونب أَقْر الْ و                
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                     
                    



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

ISSN 1997-6208 Print 
ISSN 2664 - 4355 Online 

 

The Islamic University College Journal 
No. 88: Part 1 

August 2026 A.D  Rabii1 1448 A.H 

 

                       
             

                      
                       
                        

                
          

 
 

                      
                         

                  
             

                
                

                 
                        

                  
                    

                
                

                  
                 

                   
               
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               
                    

                   
                 

                 
                        

               
                

                     
                

                   
                   

                      
                 

                
                   

                
                

                    
                     

                   
                     

                    
              

                
                           
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                  
              

  
 

               
                  

                      
       

                    
          

                   
               

                    
                 

  

                   
          

                     
        

               
           

                      
         
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 

                      
              

           

            
              

              
               

           

            

  

  
 
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                         

           
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       

                   
     

                   
    

             

       
       

       

       
              

       

                     
      

                
       

       
                      

   

                  
 

            ١٣٩٣   
             ١٤٢٩   
                

  



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

ISSN 1997-6208 Print 
ISSN 2664 - 4355 Online 

 

The Islamic University College Journal 
No. 88: Part 1 

August 2026 A.D  Rabii1 1448 A.H 

 

 
                

  
                         

   
         

         
  
  

 
 

                
  

                    
   

               
   

                
          

                 
 

                     
  

                      
       

             

            ١٤٢٩  



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

ISSN 1997-6208 Print 
ISSN 2664 - 4355 Online 

 

The Islamic University College Journal 
No. 88: Part 1 

August 2026 A.D  Rabii1 1448 A.H 

 

 
                      

   

                
      

            

               
    

             

           ١٣٩٣  

             

                  
    

                       
    

  


