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Abstract:

The suitability of an attribute (munasabah) is among the self-evident dic—
tates of sound intellects, governed by proper logic and valid principles,
. and free from whims and subjective inclinations. It, a fortiori, falls within
the overarching objective underlying the legislation of that attribute for a

3l (3 A LIS

given ruling. The Wise Lawgiver’s rulings consistently revolve around the
realization and preservation of benefits (ma ali ) and the prevention and
elimination of harms (mafasid). Thus, when a ruling is predicated upon an
apparent and well-defined attribute, this is not arbitrary; rather, the pur—
pose underlying the legislation of the ruling is concomitant with it.

The suitable attribute is classified into categories: some lead to the reali—
zation of benefit, some pertain directly to the higher objectives (maqa id)
themselves, and others relate to the operative efficacy of the suitability
itself. Clarifying and explicating these categories yields a clear benefit in
ensuring the continuity oflegal rulings and preventing their inoperability.
Keywords: appropriateattribute (munasib), effectiveattribute (mu aththir),
congruent attribute (mula im), invalidated attribute (mulgha), unrestrict—

ed attribute (mursal).
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