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Abstract:

This research examines the concept of natural mental impediments in
Imami thought, which are states in which the intellect is lost or weakened
by its very nature, without any voluntary intervention by the individual,

E
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o

suchassleep, insanity, unconsciousness, forgetfulness, absent-mindedness,
and similar conditions. The study aims to clarify the definition of intellect
and its status within the doctrinal and jurisprudential system of the Imami
school, and then to explain the impact of its temporary or permanent loss
on legal obligation and religious responsibility.
Theresearchpresentsthe views of Imamijuristsregarding theidentification
of these states and distinguishes them from non-natural or voluntary
impediments, such as intentional intoxication. It also discusses the legal
evidences relied upon in this field, drawn from the Holy Qur’an, the
Prophetic Sunnah, and the narrations transmitted from the Ahl al-Bayt
(peace be upon them), in addition to the rational and legal-theoretical
principles adopted by the Imami school in deriving rulings.
The study concludes that the Imami scholars assign a central role to
intellect in legal accountability, holding that its natural loss removes or
mitigates legal responsibility in proportion to the loss of awareness, with
precise distinctions that take into account the type, duration, and effects of
such loss. The research further highlights the consistency of this approach
with the principles of divine justice and mercy in Islamic legislation.
Keywords: Mental distortions, Mental health, Distorted thinking,
Psychological disorders, Psychotherapy, Human behavior.
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