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Abstract:-

Space plays a fundamental role in
literary studies, particularly in prose. This
research examines the role of space in literary
studies, with a special focus on prose, where
space is considered a key element that shapes
literary texts. Despite the abundance of
research on this topic, the significance of
space in many contemporary literary texts still
requires deeper exploration and
comprehensive understanding. In this context,
the Iraqi writer Abdulhalim Muhawdar
emerges as one of the most prominent short
story writers who have innovatively and
distinctively employed space, blending its
traditional connotations with modern literary
strategies and infusing his texts with new
depth. Muhawdar’s literary works, including
his collection The Last of the Soothsayers,
contain rich and diverse elements worthy of
in-depth study.

This research aims to shed light on this
short story collection through a descriptive-
analytical approach, focusing on three main
axes: the spatial significance in Muhawdar’s
texts, the semantic implications of the titles,
and the relationship between open and closed
texts in the stories. These axes help in
understanding how space is embodied in
literature and how it influences the reader’s
experience. The study seeks to answer a
fundamental question: What are the spatial
significances in the short story collection The
Last of the Soothsayers? Through textual
analysis, it becomes evident that Muhawdar
employs historical symbols and well-known
names, contributing to the connection between
spatial meaning and diverse themes such as
identity, belonging, and memory. This
relationship between space and titles enhances
the reader’s experience and opens new
horizons for textual interpretation, making the
study of space in Muhawdar’s works reflect
the depth of human experience and the history
of place. In conclusion, the research highlights
the importance of space not merely as a
geographical backdrop but as a vital element
that enriches literary texts and reflects
complex, interactive human experiences.

Key words: Semantics, Space, Abdulhalim
Muhawdar, The Last of the Soothsayers.
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