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Abstract

This study examines the profound impact of the European Enlightenment
movement in the 18 th and 19 th centuries on the course of reform in the Ottoman
Empire. It seeks to analyse how Ottoman sultan Salim III an senior statesmen
responded to these major intellectual and political transformations. The study is
based on primary historical sources and contemporary academic studies, and it
adopts an analytical historical approach to reading the stages of reform and
evaluating its results.

The European Enlightenment movement, which reached its peak in the 18th
century, constituted a highly influential civilizational turning point, reshaping the
relationship between power, knowledge and society. The repercussions of this
movement extended to governing institutions throughout the world, most notably
the Ottoman Empire, which was suffering at that time from signs of escalating
military and administrative decline.

The central question of this research is how Osman Sultan Salim interacted
with the ideas of the European Enlightenment. Were their reform efforts a genuine
expression of intellectual convention, or were they a pragmatic response to the
necessities of preserving the state in the face of external pressures?

To address these questions, the study is divided into two sections. The first
section examines the conceptual framework and key ideas of the Enlightenment,
while the second analyses the impact of the Enlightenment movement on the
reforms introduced during the reign of Sultan Selim III.
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